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SUMMARY 

 
Assembly Bill 2691, the Public Trust Protection Act, 
expands the list of felony convictions that disqualify 
someone from running for or holding state or local 
elected office to include the most severe crimes of 
sexual assault and sex trafficking. This will ensure that 
individuals convicted of the most serious crimes—those 
involving sexual violence and exploitation—are not able 
to harm more vulnerable people in these powerful 
positions of public trust. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Across our nation, states set their own rules about 
whether individuals convicted of a felony can run for 
state or local elected office. In California, certain felony 
convictions preclude a person from running for or 
holding these offices. Specifically, a person is not eligible 
for office if they have been convicted of a felony 
involving: 
 

− Accepting or giving, or offering to give, any bribe 

− Embezzlement of public money 

− Extortion or theft of public money 

− Perjury 

− Conspiracy to commit any of these crimes 
 
These crimes, often referred to as “public trust” crimes, 
involve the breach of a public official’s obligation to 
exercise their responsibilities in a manner that prioritizes 
the public interest over private gain. 
 
Outside of California, many states have laws that 
prevent individuals with a wider variety of felony 
convictions from running for these offices. For example: 
 

− In Georgia, a person convicted of a felony 
involving “moral turpitude” (most violent crimes) 
can only hold office if the state grants a pardon 
or restores their rights.  

− In Illinois, a person convicted of a felony is 
barred from holding any municipal office unless 
they receive a pardon or the governor restores 
their rights. 

− In Virginia, people convicted of felonies are 
automatically stripped of their right to run for 
office and vote unless restored by the governor. 

PROBLEM  
 

Public trust is about more than just ensuring that elected 
officials aren’t using their public office to commit crimes 
for financial gain or power. It’s also about ensuring that 
elected officials aren’t committing incredibly serious 
crimes that endanger public safety. 
 
Elected officials hold prominent positions of influence 
and authority. They have the power to shape our laws 
and craft our budgets. They also have unfettered access 
to and authority over a wide variety of people, including 
minors, and sensitive information that’s not available to 
the public. Their elected office gives the public the 
impression that they are someone that they can trust. 
 
Serious crimes of sexual violence and exploitation 
involve an imbalance of power, coercion, and harm to 
vulnerable people. These crimes demonstrate that an 
individual is willing to abuse their power to violate the 
rights of others. With that in mind, it’s imperative that 
these individuals not be allowed access to elected 
positions where they can use the power of their office to 
harm vulnerable people further. 
 
Public trust requires elected officials to have a basic 
level of integrity so that the public can have confidence 
in their government and its leaders. People with a history 
of serious sexual misconduct should not be permitted to 
hold elected office.  
 
Despite this, under current law, someone convicted of 
sexual assault or human trafficking is not barred from 
running for or holding public office. 
 

SOLUTION   
 

AB 2691 expands the list of felony convictions that 
disqualify someone from running for or holding state or 
local elected office to include the most severe crimes of 
sexual assault and sex trafficking. This will ensure that 
individuals that have committed the most serious crimes 
that jeopardize public safety will not be afforded 
positions of public trust where they can harm more 
vulnerable people. 
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SUPPORT 
 

− CFT 

− CHILD USA 

− County of Monterey 

− County of San Luis Obispo 

− County of Santa Cruz 

− PORAC 

− Prosopon Healing 

− Victim Policy Institute 
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